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‘1. DATE - Tim” GROUP 


8 Septarvser 53 5/ 15" 
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NUMBER OF OBJECTS 


+ 


LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 


1). SRI SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


TYPE OF OBSERVATION 2 en 
fc 
[o. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 
| © Yee | | ' 
3 Sep] .  |Modestd, Gale (photo neg) | | | b=7 
5 


mM 
FTO ser 63 0-329 (TDE) previous »ditiene of thie form moy be wood. 


3 SEPTEMBER 1953 


A newspaper photographer and a news reporter, for the same 
paper, saw a yellowish white light at 7:45 p.m., PDI, 3 September 1553. 
The light seemd to be about ten degrees abovsa the horizon in the 
direction of the Modeste Airport. The witnesses said it appeared to 
remain stationary as they drove a distance of about one mile [ast 
where it vanished from view. They believed it to be an aircraft wits 
landing ligat on flying the upwind leg at Modesto Airport. 

[he news pootosgrapher took his camera to the newspaper Suilding 
and get it up on the roof in tae direction he velieved he cad seen 
the light. de }«'* nla camera unattended with she shutter open for 
about four hours. \ developed the film on 3 September 1953. When 
he noticed the eliiptical light and could not explain it, he called 
Castle Air Force hase, 

The exposure «« made with a speed graphic camera, set on f22 and 
unattended except ‘or opening and closing the shutter. The exposure vas 
maGe sometime between 3:20 p.m. 3 September and 00:15 am, 4 September. 
The camera vas lonated about 40 feet above the street and ortented Mast. 
The geographic location is 37.3648 - 121.00W. ‘The elliptical light is 
approximately at ten degree elevation and on a bearing of ninety 
cegrees. 


it is the cpinion of the prevaring officer ‘nat the eliivtical 
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lizht in the photograph is the flash of a ianding lignt o 


® 
4 
i 
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flying in the vicinity of dodesto Airport. Civil Defense ground 
observers on duty during the time exposure noted what they believed 
was @ small aircraft with ianding light on, flying the traffic 
pattern at Medesto Airport between 10:15 pm - 10:30 pm, POT, 


3 September 1953. 

The concluzioca ia based on the statements of the observers aad 
the ceineidence of the northeast orientation of the runway and its 
location. The runway was 44 NM from the observers and 24 1M from the 
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1207 EYE STREET - PHONE 88 
MODESTO, CALIFORNIA 


Nip | ENRY G. ANDERSON, President 
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ROUTING 


(Oot. th7 
1 Qa 
' 
SPACE ABOVE FOR COMMUNICA Ble Cc TERONLY | foes : 
v DATE-TIME GROUP 
‘+ —s-|_ A 419152 SEP 53 
COMDR ATIC a | | PreceeRce | ROUTINE 


FROM: (Originator) 


To: COMMUN CASTLE AF BASE CALAFONNL = 
' y J. AY) C) MULTIPLE ADORESS = = [Z no 
S ae a Vv) + "REFERS TO MESSAGE: eae 
IDENTIFICATION CLASSIFICATION 
INFO: oper 5120 UNCLASSIFIED | 


FROM: AFODI-ATIAB-9-3- FOR 93rd Bomb Wg 


| Rewrmeg ODCI 5120 4té 1120372 Sep 53. Request that your organization obtain subject | 
negative or a copy. Also, request you ootain supporting data and forward to this 


Center as soca es possible. 
In reply cite Preject Blue Book. 


| OFFICIAL FILE Copy 
Lee 7, 
RONICS “Panty 
Of iteecrd 
ad ee 
| SECURITY CLASSIFICATION - | = ve 
| . | hii a kt ll leat Seg. a 
“SAFTER'S NAWE Indsiqnaure, when ries) 00 SELEASING CFEICER'S SIGNATURE -o > et: — 
"A | = | ee 
f{1iS Max faucacs SAO/ jos ee eg | AS Set 7 
 —<_ s.5°CCCCCSS:C*~C ee S| re SeakMARA FP ANAWALTLat Lt; usar 
| ) Ad jutaat | 


OD .ei73 AEMACTS WD AGC FOR \1-i6, {8 JUN :B8, AND WO AGO FORM 200, (S—48929-2 oY U.S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE ; 1i—O~47 S08 


et ee, 


‘4 COMDR S3D°BOMWG CASTLE AF CALIF 
TO JEPNQ HQ USAF.WASHDC 


JEDUP/COMDRIWRIGHT PATTERSON AFE OHIO 
JEDEN/COMDR ENT AFB COLO 


SUIPRU/COMDRAF 15 MARCH AFB CALIF 
ODCI 5123. ATTNS HQ USAF, D/I. ATTN: WRIGHT PATTERSON, ATIC, ATIAA=2C. 


_ ial 
FLYOBRPT. 
(1) ELLIPTICAL SHAPED LIGHT APPEARING ON PHOTO NEC 
(2) TAKEN SOMETIME BETWEEN 2216 AND 2215 PDT 3 SEPIS3, 
(3) TAKEN BY SPEED GRAPHIC CAMERA ON F22 UNATTENDED ZNCEPT FOR OPENING 
é vids , mew haw Phew J Pe eae ae 2 S Pil ~d sya iSS% 
(4) CAMERA Ol] TRIPCD 49 FT E TERRAIN ON TOP OF MODESTO BSE SPARE! 
LDG IN CTR OF MODESTO, CALIF. ELLIPTICAL LIGHT iS APRK 19 DEG ELZV O 


C5) PICTURE TAKEN BY Ri LIAGLE NEYVSPAPER PHOTO, EX USAF 1ST LT NAV. 
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Wing Intelligence 2 3 
Castle AF Base, California 


l. The preparing officer in company with an OSI agent and a Castle AF Base Pio 
representative drove to Modesto, California on 3 September 1953 to view a photograph 
showing an unidentified elliptical shaped light. 


2. The reason given ee lcture was that Mr. GUUSENSSER, Modesto 
5ee newspaper photograph a reporter for the same paper saw a 
yellowiah white light at 1945PDT 3 september 1953. The light seemed to be about 10 
degrees abcvs the horizon in the airection of Modesto jirport. They said it appeared 
to remain stationary as thay drove a distance of about one mile “ast where it vanished 
from view. They believed it was an aircraft with landing lizht on flying the upwind 
leg at Modesto Airport. sAevertheless,« took his camera to the newspaper Suilding 
and set it up on the roof in the direction he believed he had seen the light. He lert 
his camera wnattended with the shutter oven for about four hours. ‘3 developed the 
film on 3 («otember 1953. “hen he noticed the elliptical light and could not explaia 
it, he cailed Castle A? Jase. 


a The following are the details surrounding the unexplained eliipticai 
light on the negative: 


: Ome elliptical shaped lizht in a nearly horizontal 


attitude. 
s Sometime between the hours of 2020 to OOLSPDT, 


Sept 953. 


Manner of Vbservation: ixposure was made with a ‘peed Graphic 
camera set on £22 and unattended excert for opening and closing - 


Per aad Gamat 
Z | | : The ellip- 
is approximately at 19 degrees elevation and on a bear- 


Identifying Infor seerverg: There is no estimate of the 
eliakd lit th tian cians te camera was unattended. Photo- 
cpaphar RA to on up-Pines Lisuhenad GMP? Novigsher. 


(3) 


(6) W is: The sky was clear, slight hase near the horizon, 
ana wind 12 ‘nots from 335 tesrses. 
7 23 
-hy3ical “viience: nhotorrann made oy Castie ‘8 vhoto Lab Prom 
,.% ag¢eative loaned oy the newapaner. wEAtted as inclosure 1. 
(2Pc7a@0t.on ne 


=e time ney wnat oe ah oeee | was 3a pot brn S-. with 
lasting 23qh) em Sietag the weltis pattern oh Hedecte \irvert be- 
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TO JEDsP/COMDA ATIC WilGHY PATTERSON AFs OHIO ~~ 
ee si 

INFO J¥Pak/COMDAR AFLS “ARCH AFs CALIF 

ODCI5225 CITE PROG oLUE BK URUSG AFOIN@ATIZA-9-3-2, AF _FOad dba 

FLYO3aPT REPT COMPL w/PuOTO AND SAP WAS DSPCH TO HQ AF 1S FOR 

sUs@ FYDING TO YoUa HO 11 SEP 535. SOURCE LIWSISTED UPON AZTENTION OF NEG 


iV 25222 SEP JVPJM 


Sfpttl rap ay ? 
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a. 
i 


FLYOBRT 
Modesto, California Hq, 93d Bomb wing, Castle 473, California 
ll September 1953 3 Jectenber 1953 7=6 


Major Roy =. Gudith Various civilians 


T? S33x (\), ODCI 5120 


Forwaried herewith is a photograph showing an ellictical shaped light. The 
photo was made at night from the top of a building in hodesto, California. The 
Camera was crieted towards the “ast and was left unatiendei for four hours excert | 
for opening and closing the shutter. A civil defense ground observer crew noted an 
aireraft with a landing light on fly the traffic pattern at Modesto iirport several 
times during the interval that the exposure was made, It is the oninion of the 
Preparing Officer that the elliptical light on the photo negative is the result of 
the flash of an sireraft landing light. 


: “hotograph (6 cys) ( Feet / oi 
2. ap of Modesto; Caliz. 
cation of observers (1 cy) 


UNSLASSIPIZD 


Co : : fficer: it is the opinion of the prsparing officer 
ie tho CEEEEEEE Ulaes Un Ue Pectaeresh Le the fica of a lantine light of an 
aircraft flying in the vicinity of Modeste Airport. This conclusion is based on 
statements of observers and the coincidence of the northwest orientation of the run- 
way and its location. The runway was 43NM from the observers and 2,5¥ from the 


camera. .2e map, inclosure 2, 


flying in the vicinity Modesto Airport. Civil Defense ground 
observers on duty durins< she time exposure noted what they believed 
was a small aircraft witn landing light on, flying the traffic 
pattern at Modesto Airpors between 10:15 pm - 10:30 om, POT, 
3 September 13953. 

The conclusion is based on the statements of the observers and 


the coincidence of the northeast orientation of the runway and its 
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